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Recommended colours for swimming pools 
 
 
 
Swimming pools are a wonderful source of recreation in our warm South African climate. However, to 
maintain the water in a suitably hygienic condition, it must be chemically treated with calcium 
hypochlorite (HTH).  This powerful bleaching agent can adversely affect the colour stability of some 
pigments. 
 
Generally dark colours are not recommended for swimming pool applications as the bleaching effect of 
HTH is more pronounced. Under-cured gelcoat/poolcoat surfaces would be more susceptible to attack 
from acids and chlorine resulting in fading or bleaching. 
 
The colour of the gelcoat/poolcoat also has an effect on the surface temperature under sunlight @40°C. 
Sunlight contains infrared radiation which generates heat and will raise the temperature of the pool. 
White reflects most of the sunlight and warms up only slightly (e.g. 43°C), black can be as high as 74-86°C. 
As the gelcoat/poolcoat surface warms up, the material softens slightly; additional cure can take place 
and chemical attack and water penetration rates are increased, thus increasing the possibility of blister 
formation. 
 
Polyester poolcoats contain wax to ensure they cure tack-free in the presence of atmospheric oxygen. At high 
surface temperatures dark colours are at risk of inadequate cure due to the wax remaining in solution rather 
than forming a barrier between the poolcoat and atmospheric oxygen. The result is whitening of the poolcoat 
when exposed to water.  
 
For the benefit of our customers and their clients, NCS Resins has conducted extensive testing on our 
range of pigments and identified a limited number of colours suitable for use in the manufacture of 
swimming pools using fibre re-inforced composites as well as in the re-lining of swimming pools. These 
colours have been selected based on their superior performance when tested in accordance with the 
Australian/New Zealand Standard, AS/NZS 1838:1994 for chemical resistance.  
 
 
If unsure of your colour selection, consult your NCS Representative for guidance and recommendation. 
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